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THURSDAY, APRIL 22 

FIELD INSTITUTES: 10 am – 4 pm 
Meet at Registration in Best Western Great Northern Hotel at 9:30  

1. Fundraising and Managing in Challenging Times 
Andy Robinson, Consultant for Nonprofits (www.andyrobinsononline.com) 
If you're worried about surviving and thriving in the current economy, you're not alone. The good 
news: despite many economic ups and downs, giving from individual donors increased 38 out of the 
last 40 years. Leave the "panic glasses" in the office and join us for a conversation about: 

 Program planning and protecting core programs 

 Collaboration with peers and partners 

 Contingency planning and budgeting 

 Diversifying your income 

 Financial management tips you can apply right now 

Bring your nonprofit staff, board members, and volunteers to acquire this valuable information. 

2. Birding at Freezeout Lake Wildlife Management Area 
Steve Hoffman, Montana Audubon & Carolyn Sevier, Rim Country Land Institute 
Enjoy peak waterfowl migration season at the premier snow goose stop-over site in Montana – 
Freezeout Lake. This scenic, all-day adventure will feature a tremendous diversity and abundance of 
waterfowl (up to 100,000 snow geese, tens of thousands of diving and dabbling ducks, grebes, 
mergansers, swans, cormorants and more), as well as an amazing number and variety of raptors 
(Bald & Golden eagles, Ferruginous Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Short-eared Owl, Great Horned Owl, 
Rough-legged Hawk, etc.).  
 
Along with the chance to see one of Montana's premier birding sites, participants will learn how to 
integrate interest and information about birds into their own programs and curriculum. Birds offer 
an easy access point to learning about the outdoors, and learning about birds can be used to 
enhance topics from geography to optics to art. Materials will be available from Flying WILD, Project 
Learning Tree, Montana Audubon, and collected lessons and activities from trip leaders. And of 
course this will be a great chance to share ideas with other participants, as well. Whether you're a 
bird expert yourself or wouldn't know a curlew from a coot, join us on a day for the birds! 
 

3. Young Men and Fire - Tragedy in Mann Gulch:  The use of story as a means to teach and 
incorporate fire behavior into a forest fire ecology unit  
John Miller, Billings West High School & Tom Pedersen, Capital High School 

DESCRIPTION COMING 

SOCIAL  

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Location TBD 

*Exhibitors can set up their displays from 4:00 – 6:00 on Thursday evening 

http://www.andyrobinsononline.com/
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FRIDAY, APRIL 23: Schedule Overview 

 
 9:00 am – 9:15 am  │Opening Address 

 9:15 am – 10:30 am │Keynote Presentation: Denise Juneau 

 10:45 am – 11:45 am │Session A 

Raising the Next Generation of Conservationists: Kick 'Em Outside 
Deb Love, The Trust for Public Land (Bozeman) Executive Director 

Inquiring about Science Content Standards 
Katie Burke, Office of Public Instruction Science Curriculum Specialist 

kNOweeds: A K-12 Invasive Plant Curriculum Guide for Montana 
Elaine Caton, Missoula County Weed District 

 

11:45 am – 1:00 pm │Awards Banquet 

 1:15 pm – 2:15 pm  │Session B 

Eviropreneurs As Environmental Educators 
Holly Fretwell, Montana State University Adjunct Professor, PERC Fellow 

Facilitating Nature Experiences-Building a Sustainable Network  
Ian Foster, Missoula Children & Nature Network 

Wildlife Watching: Through the Lens and Beyond  
Carrie Brunger, Nature-Ed Consulting and Tracy Holland, Alter Enterprise 

 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm  │Session C 

Building a Board that Works 
Andy Robinson, Consultant for Nonprofits (www.andyrobinsononline.com) 

Implementing Indian Education for All –  
Update on Curriculum Resources and Background Information 

Mike Jetty, Montana Office of Public Instruction Indian Education Specialist 

The Nature Adventure Garden:  
Connecting kids to nature through garden-based curriculum 
Leah Grunzke, Montana Natural History Center (Missoula) 

3:30 pm – 4:00 pm  │Closing Address & Silent Auction Ends  

http://www.andyrobinsononline.com/
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
LEADERSHIP  
 

A. Raising the Next Generation of Conservationists: Kick 'Em Outside 
Deb Love, The Trust for Public Land (Bozeman) Executive Director 
More American families are spending time in front of television than in the outdoors.  If the next 
generation loses their connection to the outdoors, the future of conservation is in jeopardy.  
Researchers have found that outdoor play and nature experience have proven beneficial for 
cognitive functioning, reduction in symptoms of Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD), and an increase in 
self-discipline and emotional well being at all developmental stages. But American children, on 
average, are spending only 30 minutes of unstructured time outdoors each week.  If we truly care 
about our children, maybe it's time to throw them out.  Outside, that is. 
 

B. Eviropreneurs As Environmental Educators 
Holly Fretwell, Montana State University Adjunct Professor, PERC Fellow 
It is important for environmental educators to teach students methods to evaluate environmental 
issues. Why do we have pollution and how much pollution is too much? Why do some 
environmental groups embrace actions on their own land that they advocate against on land owned 
by others? How can we turn endangered species into assets instead of liabilities? Is profit bad for 
the environment?  Examples of enviropreneurs, entrepreneurs that that have created innovative 
methods to help protect the enviroment, will be shared. Their intriguing stories are innovative and 
help motivate new methods for environmental protection. 

 
C. Building a Board that Works 

Andy Robinson, Consultant for Nonprofits (www.andyrobinsononline.com) 
To be effective, nonprofits must recruit board members who support their ideals, represent the 
diversity of the community, and bring a wide range of skills. This workshop covers: 

 Finding and filling the gaps on your board 

 Creating and using a board "job description" 

 Running effective meetings 

CROSSROADS 

A. Inquiring about Science Content Standards 
Katie Burke, Office of Public Instruction Science Curriculum Specialist 
Inquiry-based teaching and learning is a key component of the Montana Science Content Standards 
and the NAAEE Excellence in Environmental Education Guidelines for Learning. In this session you 
will experience the science content standards in action through an inquiry- based environmental 
education activity. Participants will also discuss implementation of content standards in 
environmental education.  
 

B. Facilitating Nature Experiences-Building a Sustainable Network  
Ian Foster, Missoula Children & Nature Network 
A crucial aspect of developing an active network is involving and managing a dedicated group of 
partners/stakeholders. This interactive workshop introduces, ways to identify, utilize 
and communicate with partners/stakeholders in order to garner support and pride.  

http://www.andyrobinsononline.com/
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C. Implementing Indian Education for All – Update on Curriculum Resources and Background 
Information 
Mike Jetty, Montana Office of Public Instruction Indian Education Specialist 
Implementing Indian Education for All…Would you like to learn more about American Indians?  Are 
you interested in finding accurate resources for teaching about historic and contemporary issues?  
 Would you like to learn how to evaluate curriculum for bias?  Answers to these questions will be 
provided along with examples of Indian Education curriculum resources that are applicable with 
environmental issues. Workshop topic would apply to K-12 educators. 

 
STEPPING STONES 
 

A. kNOweeds: A K-12 Invasive Plant Curriculum Guide for Montana 
Elaine Caton, Missoula County Weed District 
The kNOweeds Curriculum Guide provides such a place-based, ecologically accurate curriculum for 
Montana K-12 schools. The curriculum was designed as a supplementary resource for teachers who 
want to integrate the topic of invasive plant species into their existing courses. Instructors can select 
lessons from a wide range of topics based on their specific needs and grade level(s). The primary 
audiences of this curriculum guide are teachers of students in kindergarten through high school. 
However, many lessons are also appropriate for educators in informal settings, such as resource 
professionals whose work includes teaching about invasive plants in Montana. 
 

B. Condon Wildlife Cams: Through the Lens and Beyond  
Carrie Brunger, Nature-Ed Consulting and Tracy Holland, Alter Enterprise 
Get to know a new curriculum and educational trunk available for use fall 2010, which aims to 
link learning about Montana wildlife with web-based technology. Funded by Blackfoot 
Communications, the curriculum offers an in-depth study of some of the mammals in Western 
Montana. Take part in some of the art, science, literacy, and math lessons from this place-based 
curriculum and get your hands on some of the supplies in the trunk.  Also, explore how 
to link student learning about animals to a real wildlife monitoring program called Condon Wildlife 
Cams, www.condonwildlifecams.com.    
 

C. The Nature Adventure Garden: connecting kids to nature through garden-based curriculum 
Leah Grunzke, Montana Natural History Center (Missoula) 
Schoolyard gardens are at the national forefront of environmental education, and offer excellent 
opportunities for place-based learning, active play, hands-on exploration, and development of 
stewardship and conservation principles.  Learn how to use native plant gardens to connect kids to 
regional biodiversity, wildlife ecology, local conservation issues and restoration projects.  We’ll 
present a 5-week garden-based curriculum module, discuss year-long and seasonal variations, and 
explore options for schools and organizations without onsite gardens. 

 

http://www.condonwildlifecams.com/

